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By this time it was well recognized that the immediate
need was for polyphase supply circuits. In a conference
between Westinghouse and his engineers on the polyphase
situation in general, and induction motors in particular,
the question was considered as to how to approach the in-
duction motor development from the commercial stand-
point. The suggestion was put forward that if a fad were
made of polyphase generation and the country filled with
polyphase circuits, the motor situation would take care of
itself. Orders were issued at once to bring out a line of
sixty-cycle polyphase alternators, which the company was
to push in place of the single phase. This was done and the
public accepted the polyphase quite quickly; in fact, so
quickly that the resulting demand for induction motors to
use on these polyphase circuits came before the motors were
ready. In consequence, a line of motors, which was being
planned, was rushed on the market with all possible speed.
This motor was known as the Westinghouse type B, a col-
lector-ring type of machine with starting resistance. In
spite of the speed with which it was got out, it was quite
successful, and some of these motors are operating even
today, after twenty-five years' service. The induction
motor had changed from an experimental machine in 1893
to a commercial machine in about two years' time. Indus-
trial plants were buying polyphase generating equipment
and induction motors for changing over to electric drive.

During this time the General Electric Company had also
been developing induction motors. On account of the Tesla
patents, however, that company got out a new system called
the "monocyclic," which they claimed was really a single-
phase system and which, their engineers insisted, avoided
the Tesla polyphase patents. This monocyclic system
consisted, primarily, of a main circuit and a "teaser" cir-